
S t a n d a r  d i z  e d  T  e s t i n g  a n d 

R  e  p o r  t i n g  ( S T  A R  )  P r  o g  r  a  m 


S
TATE

OF CALIFORNIA
 

D
E

P
A

RTMENT OF EDUCATIO
N

 2005 STAR Program


Pretest Information for

Parents and Guardians


Assistance Packet for 

School Districts and Schools 

March 2005


P r e p a r e d  b y  t h e 


C a l i f o r n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n 




S T A N D A R D I Z E D  T E S T I N G  A N D  R E P O R T I N G  ( S T  A R )  P R O G R A M  

Table of  Contents


Introduction ................................................................................................. 1


Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program


Question and Answer Documents


What’s New in 2005 .................................................................................... 3


Suggested Uses for Parent and Guardian Information Materials ......... 5


Questions and Answers About the 2005 STAR Program ........................ 8


Questions and Answers About the California Reading List (CRL) ........ 11


Questions and Answers About the

Early Assessment Program (EAP) ........................................................ 13


Spotlight on STAR 2005

(Series of  articles for school/home newsletters)


What is the STAR Program? When Does It Happen?

(Insert #One) ......................................................................................... 16


How Do We Help Students Who Need Special Assistance?


What Kinds of Score Reports Will Parents and


Why More Than One Test? (Insert #Two) ............................................. 18


What Types of Questions Are on the Tests? (Insert #Three) ................ 20


(Insert #Four) ........................................................................................ 22


Guardians Receive? (Insert #Five) ....................................................... 24


How Are the STAR Program Results Used? (Insert #Six) ..................... 26


STAR 2005 Program-at-a-Glance for Parents and Guardians 

Elementary School: Grades Two Through Five .................................... 28


Middle School: Grades Six Through Eight ............................................ 29


High School: Grades Nine Through Eleven .......................................... 30


Sample Principal’s Letter Before STAR Program Testing Begins ....... 31


Sample Principal’s Letter Before CAPA Testing Begins ...................... 33


Helping Your Children Achieve (Brochure) ............................................ 34


2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians  California Department of Education �  March 2005 



1 

S T A N D A R D I Z E D  T E S T I N G  A N D  R E P O R T I N G  ( S T  A R )  P R O G R A M  

Introduction


T
he Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program is the 

cornerstone of the California assessment system. The STAR 

Program is designed primarily to help measure how well students 

are achieving the California academic standards in English-language arts, 

mathematics, history-social science, and science. All students in grades two 

through eleven must participate in the STAR Program testing each spring, 

including students with disabilities and English learners. 

The STAR Program for 2005 has four components: 

� The California Standards Tests (CSTs) were developed for California 

public schools to assess state-adopted academic standards. 

� The California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) was developed 

for California public school students with significant cognitive disabilities 

who are not able to take the CSTs and the CAT/6 Survey even with 

accommodations or modifications. 

� The California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey), 

administered in grades three and seven only, are nationally norm-refer-

enced tests that measure the achievement of basic academic skills and 

provide national comparisons. 

� The Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2), 

is a nationally norm-referenced achievement test of basic skills in Spanish 

for Spanish-speaking English learners. 
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Introduction Purpose of  Assistance Packet 
for Parents and Guardians 

The purpose of the STAR 2005 Program: Pretest Information for Parents 

and Guardians – Assistance Packet for School Districts and Schools is to 

assist school district and school administrators and staffs in their efforts to 

inform parents and guardians about the STAR Program for 2005. The 

communication materials included are designed to ensure that parents and 

guardians understand which tests in the STAR Program are appropriate for 

their children, the content tested, and the types of questions students are 

asked. The materials also communicate to parents and guardians about the 

use of STAR Program results for: 

� Providing yearly information about their children’s progress 

� Enhancing communication and collaboration between parents and 

guardians and teachers to improve student learning 

The resources in this packet are intended to support a variety of communi-

cation activities that may be used by school districts and schools to inform 

parents and guardians. A new component in this packet is the “Standardized 

Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program: What’s New in 2005” that summa-

rizes changes in the program for 2005 and beyond. Another helpful compo-

nent in this packet is the “STAR 2005 Program-at-a-Glance for Parents and 

Guardians” on pages 28–30. Each chart summarizes the STAR Program on 

one page by grade span (elementary, middle, or high school). The updated 

packet also includes questions and answers about the STAR Program, a 

series of newsletter inserts, sample principal letters, a sample brochure, and 

suggestions to school districts and schools for using the materials provided. 
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Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program


What’s New in 2005 

Reauthorization 

Senate Bill 1448, approved by the Legislature and the Governor in August 

2004, reauthorized the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program 

with some changes, including: 

� The STAR Program is extended through January 1, 2011 in grades three 

through eleven. STAR Program testing in grade two will be extended to 

the 2006–07 school year (spring 2007 administration). 

� The California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey), 

will be reduced to grades three and seven, beginning with the 2004–05 

school year (spring 2005 administration). 

� Primary language tests in Spanish must be developed and/or adopted by 

the California Department of Education (CDE) that are aligned to the state 

academic standards for English-language arts and mathematics. This test 

development is to begin with grade two for administration in spring 2007. 

Released CST Questions


� Released California Standards Test (CST) questions from the 2004 

administration were posted in December 2004 on the CDE Web site at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp. 

� Released questions are to be used in conjunction with the Guidelines on 

Academic Preparation for State Assessments. These guidelines are 

posted on the CDE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa. 
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Standardized Testing and 

Reporting (STAR) Program: 

What’s New in 2005 

New Tests in Science


New tests in science, required by federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 

legislation, will be field tested in grades eight and ten in the spring of 2005 

as follows: 

� The NCLB Grade Eight Science Test will assess the grade eight science 

standards. The NCLB High School Life Science Test, administered in 

grade ten, will assess selected middle school life science standards and 

selected high school biology standards. 

� In addition to the NCLB High School Life Science Test, some grade ten 

students will also take a CST in science if they will complete a standards-

based course during the 2004–05 school year. 

� Students in grade eight, with significant cognitive disabilities, will take the 

California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) field test of science 

performance tasks in spring 2005. A student’s individualized education 

program indicates whether the student takes the CST or the CAPA. 
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Suggested Uses for Parent and

Guardian Information Materials


S
uggestions for using, combining, or adapting the information materi-

als provided in this packet are outlined on pages 6 and 7. In order 

to facilitate the use of suggested documents, text-only versions of 

these materials can be downloaded from the CDE Web site at 

http:// www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp. Most of the assistance 

materials include spaces within parentheses to allow for local information. 

Spanish versions of most of these materials will be posted on the Web site 

as soon as they are completed. 

In addition to the assistance materials included in this packet, more informa-

tion and resources about the STAR Program are available on the CDE Web 

site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr. If further information is needed, contact 

the Standards and Assessment Division of the CDE at (916) 445-8765 

(phone), at (916) 319-0969 (fax), or at STAR@cde.ca.gov (e-mail). 
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S T A N D A R D I Z E D  T E S T I N G  A N D  R E P O R T I N G  ( S T  A R )  P R O G R A M  

What is the STAR 
Program? 

Who takes the STAR 
Program tests? 

Questions and Ans w e r s 
About the 2005 ST AR Pr og r a m 
The Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program is an important 

part of the state testing system. Administered annually in the spring, the 

STAR Program was authorized in 1997 by state law (Education Code Sec-

tion 60640) to measure how well students are acquiring the knowledge and 

skills identified in the California academic standards. 

The STAR Program includes four test components: 

� The California Standards Tests (CSTs) were developed for California 

public schools and are aligned to the state academic standards. 

� The California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) was developed 

for California public school students who have significant cognitive dis-

abilities and cannot take the CSTs and CAT/6 Survey even with accom-

modations or modifications. 

� The California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition (CAT/6 Survey), adminis-

tered in grades three and seven only, are nationally norm-referenced tests 

that measure the achievement of basic academic knowledge academic 

skills and provide national comparisons. 

� The Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2), 

is a nationally norm-referenced achievement test of basic skills in Spanish 

for Spanish-speaking English learners. 

All students in grades two through eleven take the STAR Program tests, 

including students with disabilities and students who are English learners. 

Spanish-speaking English learners, who have been enrolled in California 

public schools less than 12 months, must take the SABE/2 in addition to the 

tests administered in English (Education Code Section 60640). Only stu-

dents whose parents or guardians have submitted written requests to 

exempt them from STAR Program testing do not take any tests (Education 

Code Section 60615). 

March 2005 �  California Department of Education 2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians 
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S T A N D A R D I Z E D  T E S T I N G  A N D  R E P O R T I N G  ( S T  A R )  P R O G R A M  

Questions and Ans w e r s 

About the 2005 ST AR Pr og r a m 

Most students with disabilities take the STAR Program tests along with all 

other students under standard conditions. Some students with disabilities 

may require testing variations, accommodations, and/or modifications to be 

able to take the tests. These are listed in the Matrix of Test Variations, 

Accommodations, and Modifications for Administration of California State-

wide Assessments, which is available on the California Department of 

Education (CDE) Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/. 

Test variations are allowed for any student who regularly uses them in the 

classroom. Accommodations and modifications must be specified in each 

student’s individualized education program (IEP) or Section 504 Plan. The 

IEPs for students with significant cognitive disabilities, who are unable to 

take the CSTs or CAT/6 Survey even with accommodations or modifications, 

specify that they are to take the CAPA. 

English learners may have access to translation glossaries or word lists 

(English-to-primary language) that do not include definitions or formulas. 

They also may have the test directions translated for them and ask clarifying 

questions in their own language. Students who are English learners may be 

tested separately if such a setting is part of the regular classroom instruction 

or assessments. These variations are described on the last page of the 

Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and Modifications for Adminis-

tration of California Statewide Assessments. 

Student STAR Program results must be reported to parents or guardians 

within 20 working days after the school district receives them. STAR Pro-

gram reports usually are mailed to the student’s home address. Group 

results by grade level for each school, school district, county, and the state 

are to be posted on the Internet no later than August 15, 2005. 

What is done to assist 
students with disabilities? 

What is done to assist 
students who are English 
learners? 

When do parents or 
guardians get their child’s 
results? 

2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians  California Department of Education �  March 2005 
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S T A N D A R D I Z E D  T E S T I N G  A N D  R E P O R T I N G  ( S T  A R )  P R O G R A M  

Questions and Ans w e r s 

About the 2005 ST AR Pr og r a m 

Can results from the STAR 
Program be used to 
determine if a student 
should be retained? 

Can parents or guardians 
excuse their child from the 
STAR Program tests? 

Can parents or guardians 
request to see the STAR 
Program tests? 

Do STAR Program results 
go on a student’s high 
school transcript? 

How can schools help 
prepare students for the 
STAR Program tests? 

A school district may use the STAR Program results to help make decisions 

about student placement, promotion, retention, or other considerations 

related to student achievement. These test scores should never be used by 

themselves to make such important decisions. School districts also should 

consider local assessments, classroom tests, grades, and teacher recom-

mendations in making these decisions. 

Yes. Education Code Section 60615 allows a parent or guardian to excuse 

his or her child from the STAR Program tests. This request must be made in 

writing and submitted prior to the first day of testing. 

By law (Education Code Section 60616), the STAR Program tests are 

secure tests and cannot be seen by anyone other than the parties specified 

by law (school board members, legislators). This stipulation helps maintain 

the integrity of the tests and ensures that the rights of all students are 

protected. A portion of the test questions used in the CSTs is released each 

year and posted on the Internet for public viewing. The released questions 

illustrate the content and types of questions that are included in the CST 

portion of the STAR Program. These released questions are available on the 

CDE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp. 

No. Student results for tests in the STAR Program do not go on the high 

school transcript unless a parent or guardian signs a release or submits a 

written request to do so (Education Code Section 60641). 

The best preparation for the STAR Program tests is to provide classroom 

instruction and assessments that are aligned with the California academic 

standards. Parents and guardians are encouraged to talk with their 

children’s teachers about what the school district, school, and teachers are 

doing to ensure that the academic standards are being taught and as-

sessed. 

March 2005 �  California Department of Education 2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp


11 

S T A N D A R D I Z E D  T E S T I N G  A N D  R E P O R T I N G  ( S T  A R )  P R O G R A M  

Questions and Ans w e r s About the 
Calif ornia R eading List (CRL) 

The California Reading List (CRL) is a Web-based tool that gives students 

and their parents or guardians access to collections of book titles organized 

by levels of reading difficulty. A CRL number identifies a list of books that is 

appropriate for a student’s independent reading level. Each list includes 

books that cover a range of genres (e.g., fiction, nonfiction, plays, poetry), 

subjects, and interests. 

The CRL number is included on the STAR Student Report that is sent to 

parents and guardians annually with individual results of the California 

Standards Tests (CSTs) and California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition 

Survey (CAT/6 Survey).* This number is derived from the student’s score on 

the CST in English-Language Arts, which is a component of the STAR 

Program. The CRL number is printed on the lower left side of the back page 

of the STAR Student Report. 

No. The CRL numbers, which range from 01 to 13+, correspond to each of 

thirteen book lists on the Web site. The numbers indicate a progression in 

the level of difficulty of the reading selections, with CRL 01 indicating the 

easiest to read books and CRL 13+ indicating the most difficult texts. Mul-

tiple book lists are available for each grade level. 

The CRL can be accessed only on the Internet at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ 

tg/sr/readinglist.asp. The specific list for a student and other information 

about the books on this list (e.g., author, classification, summary) can be 

viewed on or printed from this site. 

When parents or guardians access the CRL, they first are prompted to 

identify their child’s grade.  Next, the CRL number from the STAR Student 

Report is selected. With these two pieces of information, a list of books that 

match a child’s grade and CRL number is generated.  Words or phrases also 

can be entered in the Keywords box to narrow the search. 

* The CAT/6 Survey will be given in grades three and seven only. 

What is the California 
Reading List? 

Where can I find the CRL 
number for my child? 

Is the CRL number related 
to grade level? 

Where is the CRL on the 
Web site? 

How do I know which list is 
appropriate for my child? 

2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians  California Department of Education �  March 2005 
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S T A N D A R D I Z E D  T E S T I N G  A N D  R E P O R T I N G  ( S T  A R )  P R O G R A M  

Questions and Ans w e r s About the 

Calif ornia R eading List 

How can the CRL help my 
child? 

I cannot find my child’s 
STAR Student Report. Can 
I use the information on 
the CRL site? 

Once a list of books is generated, a parent or guardian can click on the book 

icon to find more information about each book, including its availability, type 

of book, and a brief summary of the content. Some books are designated as 

NP. This means that at least half of the book is comprised of nonstandard 

prose. Some examples are poems, plays, songs, and books with incorrect or 

no punctuation. 

All of this information is designed to help families decide which books on the 

list are most appropriate for their children. In making this decision, parents 

or guardians should take into consideration their child’s interests, indepen-

dent reading ability, motivation, and level of maturity. 

Reading and literacy skills are keys to lifelong learning. The more students 

read, the better readers they become and the better they perform in school. 

The CRL helps determine which books are appropriate for children to read 

outside of school. Parents or guardians can help their children become 

better readers by encouraging them to read as much as possible. 

Yes.  It is recommended that parents or guardians work with their child’s 

teacher(s) to help determine the list appropriate for each child. 

March 2005 �  California Department of Education 2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians 
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S T A N D A R D I Z E D  T E S T I N G  A N D  R E P O R T I N G  ( S T  A R )  P R O G R A M  

Questions and Ans w e r s About the

Ear ly Assessment Pr og r am (EAP)


Started in the spring of 2004, the Early Assessment Program (EAP) is a 

partnership between the California State University (CSU) system, the 

California Department of Education, and the State Board of Education. The 

EAP assessments are administered with the Standardized Testing and 

Reporting (STAR) Program and are designed to provide information about 

the readiness of grade eleven students for college-level English and math-

ematics. 

Participation in the EAP is voluntary and does not require any separate 

registration procedure. Grade eleven students may participate in the EAP for 

English by completing the 15 additional multiple-choice questions found in 

the Grade Eleven California Standards Test (CST) in English-Language Arts 

booklet and by writing an essay. Grade eleven students who are taking the 

CSTs in Algebra II or Summative High School Mathematics may participate 

in the EAP for mathematics by completing 15 additional multiple-choice 

questions in these CST booklets. Grade twelve students are not eligible to 

participate in the EAP. 

All grade eleven students who complete the Grade Eleven CST in English-

Language Arts and the CSTs in Algebra II or Summative High School Math-

ematics are encouraged to participate in the EAP if they are planning to 

apply to a CSU campus. The information from this test can benefit students 

in the following ways: 

� The results provide an early indication of whether a student is ready for 

college-level English and mathematics. 

� The results tell students if they need to take additional coursework or 

adjust their classes in grade twelve in order to be better prepared for 

college. 

What is the Early 
Assessment Program? 

How can a student 
participate in the EAP? 

Should a student 
participate in the EAP? 

2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians  California Department of Education �  March 2005 



14 

S T A N D A R D I Z E D  T E S T I N G  A N D  R E P O R T I N G  ( S T  A R )  P R O G R A M  

Questions and Answers About 

the Early Assessment Program (EAP) 

How are the results for the 
EAP reported? 

� The EAP results may exempt a student from the CSU placement tests. 

� The EAP is not an indicator of CSU admissions or eligibility. Participating 

in the EAP cannot negatively affect a student’s CSU admission or eligibil-

ity. 

(For more information about CSU admission requirements, visit the CSU 

Web site at http://www.calstate.edu/admission/admission.shtml or 

http://www.csumentor.edu/planning/high_school/subjects.asp.) 

The EAP results are reported separately for English (English-language arts) 

and mathematics: 

The EAP results in English are based on the 15 EAP multiple-choice 

questions, selected questions from the Grade Eleven CST in English-

Language Arts, and the EAP essay. These combined results are reported 

in two ways: 

Exempt: This indicates that the student scored high enough to be 

considered exempt from taking the CSU English Placement Test (EPT). 

Non-Exempt: The student did not score high enough to be exempt 

from the EPT and needs additional instruction in grade twelve to 

prepare for the EPT and college-level English. 

The EAP results in mathematics are based on the 15 EAP multiple-choice 

questions and selected questions from the CSTs in Algebra II or 

Summative High School Mathematics. These combined results are re-

ported in three ways: 

Exempt: This indicates that the student scored high enough to be 

considered exempt from taking the CSU Entry Level Mathematics 

(ELM) placement test. 

March 2005 �  California Department of Education 2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians 
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S T A N D A R D I Z E D  T E S T I N G  A N D  R E P O R T I N G  ( S T  A R )  P R O G R A M  

Questions and Ans w e r s About 

the Ear ly Assessment Pr og r am (EAP) 

Conditionally Exempt: This indicates that by successfully completing 

an approved mathematics experience in grade twelve the student will 

be exempt from the ELM. If the student does not do any additional 

coursework and is not exempt on the basis of the tests required for 

college admissions (i.e., SAT, ACT, Advanced Placement), the student 

will have to take and pass the ELM. 

Non-Ex empt: The student did not score high enough to be exempt or 

conditionally exempt from the ELM. The student needs additional 

instruction in grade twelve to prepare for the ELM and college-level 

mathematics. 

A description of approved experiences for grade twelve students who re-

ceive conditionally exempt status in mathematics is available at 

http://www.csumathsuccess.org/senior_experience_options. Students must 

enroll in and successfully complete (i.e., grade C or better, unless otherwise 

specified) one of these experiences. 

The EAP results are sent to school districts in a report that is separate from 

the STAR Student Report. School districts are expected to receive results in 

August. Results will then be distributed to parents. 

Grade eleven students who voluntarily complete the EAP questions may 

indicate on their answer documents that they want their test results to be 

released directly to the CSU system. 

What are approved 
experiences for grade 
twelve students who 
receive conditionally 
exempt status on the EAP 
in mathematics? 

How does my child get his 
or her EAP results? 

How does the CSU system 
get my child’s EAP 
results? 

2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians  California Department of Education �  March 2005 
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S p o t l i g h t  o n  

S T E S T I N G  A N D  R R O G R A M  

S
TATE OF CALIFORNIA

 

D
E

P
A

RTMENT OF EDUCATIO
N

 

Students at our school will participate again 

this spring in the California Standardized 

nia assessment system for students in grades 

two through eleven, was initially authorized by 

state law (Senate Bill 376) in 1997. In 2004, the 

how well students are learning the knowledge 

and skills identified in the California academic 

what students at each grade level should know 

and be able to do in English-language arts, 

mathematics, history-social science, and science. 

Students in grades two through eleven participate 

nents that students at our school will take on the 

Administration Date(s) Make-Up Date(s) 

Grade (insert grade) California 

(insert grade) 

Second Edition (SABE/2) 

S T  A R  2 0 0 5  
T  A N D A R D I Z E D E P O R  T I N G  ( S T  A R )  P  

What Is the STAR Program? 
When Does It Happen? 

Page 1 of  2 

Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program. The 

STAR Program, an important part of the Califor-

STAR Program was reauthorized until 2011. 

The purpose of the STAR Program is to measure 

standards. The academic standards describe 

in the STAR Program in the spring of each year. 

The STAR Program includes four test compo-

dates listed in the table below. 

2005 STAR Program Tests 

California Standards Tests (CSTs) 

Writing Standards Test 

California Alternate Performance 
Assessment (CAPA) 

California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition 
Survey (CAT/6 Survey) — Grade 

Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, 

March 2005 �  California Department of Education 2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians 
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S p o t l i g h t  o n  S T  A R  2 0 0 5  

S T  A N D A R D I Z E D  T E S T I N G  A N D  R E P O R T I N G  ( S T  A R )  P R O G R A M  

What Is the STAR Program? When Does It Happen?


Most students in grades two through eleven will 

take the California Standards Tests (CSTs). 

Students in grades three and seven also will take 

the California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition 

Survey (CAT/6 Survey), which will be part of the 

same test booklet as the CSTs. 

Students with significant cognitive disabilities, 

who are unable to take the CSTs and the CAT/6 

Survey, will participate in the STAR Program by 

taking the California Alternate Performance 

Assessment (CAPA). The CSTs, CAT/6 Survey, 

and CAPA are given in English. Spanish-speaking 

students enrolled in California public schools less 

than 12 months also will take the Spanish Assess-

ment of Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2), 

which is administered in Spanish. 

If you have any questions about the California 

academic standards or STAR Program, please direct 

them to your child’s teacher or school office. 
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Why More Than One Test? 

The California Standardized Testing and 

Reporting (STAR) Program includes four 

test components that provide different informa-

tion for different purposes. These tests are the 

California Standards Tests (CSTs); the California 

Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA); the 

California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition 

Survey (CAT/6 Survey); and the Spanish Assess-

ment of Basic Skills, Second Edition (SABE/2). 

CSTs—Aligned to

State Standards


Most students will take the CSTs, one set of tests 

that form the cornerstone of the STAR Program. 

Given in English, they are designed to show how 

well students are doing with respect to the 

California academic standards. These academic 

standards, approved by the State Board of 

Education, describe what students should know 

and be able to do at each grade level. Students 

in grades two through eleven are tested in 

English-language arts and mathematics. In 

addition, students in grades five, nine, ten, and 

eleven take a science test, and students in 

grades eight, ten, and eleven are tested in 

history-social science. 

Science questions, designed to meet federal No 

Child Left Behind (NCLB) requirements, are being 

field tested this year in grades eight and ten. 

CAPA—Assessing Students

with Significant Disabilities


The CAPA is taken by students with significant 

cognitive disabilities who are unable to take the 

CSTs and CAT/6 Survey even with accommoda-

tions or modifications. This test assesses how 

well students have achieved a subset of Califor-

nia academic standards in English-language arts, 

mathematics, and science. 

CAT/6 Survey— 
Compared to Nation 

Students in grades three and seven will also take 

the CAT/6 Survey tests that assess the achieve-

ment of basic academic skills in key subjects that 

are commonly taught in public schools throughout 
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Why More Than One Test? 

the United States. The CAT/6 Survey tests allow 

us to compare the performance of California 

students to the performance of students through-

out the nation. In grades three and seven, CAT/6 

Survey tests are administered within the same 

test booklet as the CSTs. 

SABE/2—Assessing 
English Learners 

The SABE/2, given in Spanish, tests knowledge 

and skills in key subject areas. The SABE/2 

allows the achievement of Spanish-speaking 

English learners to be compared with the 

achievement of a national sample of Spanish-

speaking students. 

Monitoring Academic 
Achievement 

The STAR Program ensures that information 

about the academic achievement of all students 

is collected on a regular basis. This information is 

critical in evaluating the quality of the education 

provided for California students. In order to 

ensure that schools have the most complete 

information possible, all students need to be 

tested. By having multiple tests, all students are 

given the opportunity to participate in the STAR 

Program. 

Different Purposes


The test components that make up the STAR Pro-

gram provide results that can be used for different 

purposes. Test results: 

� Provide parents and guardians with information 

about their children’s progress. 

� Are a tool for helping parents, guardians, and 

teachers work together to improve student learn-

ing. 

� Help school districts and schools identify strengths 

and areas that need improvement in their educa-

tional programs. 

� Allow the public and policymakers to hold public 

schools accountable for student learning. 

STAR Program test results, along with other avail-

able information, help school staffs form a more 

complete picture of their students’ academic 

achievement. 

If you have any questions about the California 

academic standards or STAR Program, please direct 

them to your child’s teacher or school office. 
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choice questions, writing tasks, or performance 

tasks.* The table below outlines the types of test 

Students mark their answer choices in the test 

booklet for grades two and three and on an an-

multiple-choice questions are machine scored. 

For the CST in English-

Language Arts, students in 

grades four and seven 

answer multiple-choice 

questions and write a 

composition or essay in 

response to a writing task 

(prompt). Students in grade 

four may be asked to write a 

narrative (story), a response 

to literature, or a summary 

of an article. Students in grade seven may be 

asked to write a fictional or autobiographical 

narrative, a response to literature, a persuasive 

Each student 

essay is scored by trained readers. (The criteria 

used to score the student essays are in the 

Multiple-Choice Questions 

Most of the questions in the tests that make up 

choice format. This means students are pre-

sented with a question and asked to select the 

correct answer from four or five possible choices. 

tion, Second Edition (SABE/2) 

Multiple choice 

Performance tasks 

Multiple choice 

Multiple choice 

S T  A R  2 0 0 5  
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* Performance tasks are included only in the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA). 

he Standardized Testing and Reporting 

(STAR) Program tests contain multiple-

questions found on each STAR Program test. 

What Types of  Questions Are on the Tests? 

swer document for grades four through eleven. All 

Writing Tasks 

essay, or a summary of an article.  

California Standards Test Teacher Guide for the 

the STAR Program are presented in a multiple-

2005 STAR Program Tests Type of Questions 

California Standards Tests (CSTs) 

California Alternate Performance 
Assessment (CAPA) 

California Achievement Tests, Sixth 
Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey) 

Spanish Assessment of Basic Educa-

Writing tasks (grades four and seven) 
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What Types of  Questions Are on the Tests? 

2003 California Writing Standards Tests at 

Grades Four and Seven available at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/documents/ 

writingguide04.pdf.) The essay scores are 

combined with the scores from the multiple-

choice questions to produce the student’s overall 

CST in English-Language Arts score. 

All multiple-choice questions and writing tasks for 

the CSTs are aligned to the California academic 

standards and have been tried out on students 

throughout the state. The CST blueprints identify 

the specific academic standards tested. These 

blueprints are available at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ 

ta/tg/sr/blueprints.asp. 

CAPA Performance Tasks


Students taking the CAPA respond to perfor-

mance tasks based on a subset of the California 

academic standards in English-language arts, 

mathematics, and science. The CAPA is individu-

ally administered. An examiner directs the student 

to respond to a question or to perform a task. The 

examiner then observes and records the 

student’s response. 

Security for Fairness


Parents and guardians cannot see the tests in the 

STAR Program because of security reasons.  Test 

questions are seen only by students when they take 

the tests. These security measures ensure that the 

tests are fair for all students and that test questions 

can be used for more than one year. 

If you have any questions about the California 

academic standards or STAR Program, please direct 

them to your child’s teacher or school office. 
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Aincluding students with disabilities and 

English learners. Most students with disabilities 

and English learners take the California Stan-

( ) under standard conditions. If 

these students are in grade three or seven, they 

also take the 

Edition Survey ( ) under standard 

conditions. 

Some students with disabilities and English 

of test variations, accommodations, or modifica-

students may have test variations if they are 

tions change the way that the test is given but do 

not change what is tested. Modifications funda-

purpose of test variations, accommodations, and 

modifications is to enable the students to take 

the tests, not to give them an advantage over 

other students or to improve their scores. 

Who Need Special Assistance? 

Students with disabilities who need special assis-

They also must be allowed to use the accommoda-

tions and modifications that are specified in each 

or modifications must match the one(s) used for 

Following are descriptions of the types of test 

variations, accommodations, and modifications 

a student with significant cognitive disabilities is 

not able to take the and the 

tests with accommodations or modifications and, 

therefore, should take the California Alternate 

Performance Assessment ( ). 

tions for the statewide assessments, including the 

following categories: 
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ll students participate in the STAR Program, 

dards Tests CSTs

California Achievement Tests, Sixth 

CAT/6 Survey

learners, however, may need assistance when 

taking the tests. This assistance takes the form 

tions. All students may have test administration 

directions simplified or clarified. And all eligible 

regularly used in the classroom. Accommoda-

mentally change what is being tested. The 

How Do We Help Students 

Students With Disabilities 

tance may take the STAR tests with test variations. 

student’s individualized education program (IEP) 

or Section 504 Plan. These accommodations and/ 

classroom work throughout the year. 

available in the STAR Program for students with 

disabilities. A student’s IEP team may specify that 

CSTs CAT/6 Survey 

CAPA

Test variations, accommodations, and modifica-

STAR Program, have been organized into the 
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How Do We Help Students Who Need Special Assistance?


Category 1: Test Variations 

Eligible students may have test variations if 

regularly used in the classroom. For example, 

students may be tested in a smaller group or 

separately, have special lighting or adaptive 

furniture, or use magnifying equipment. 

Category 2:  Accommodations


Eligible students shall be permitted to take the test 

with accommodations if specified in the student’s 

IEP or Section 504 Plan for use on the CSTs, 

standardized tests, or for use during classroom 

instruction and assessment. Examples of accom-

modations are large-print or Braille versions of the 

tests or providing more than one day for a test 

designed for a single sitting. 

Category 3:  Modifications


Eligible students shall be permitted to take the 

tests with modifications if specified in the student’s 

IEP or Section 504 Plan for use on the CSTs, 

standardized tests, or for use during classroom 

instruction and assessment. Examples of modifi-

cations include an examiner reading the reading 

test to the student or a student using a calculator 

to perform computations on the mathematics test. 

English Learners


Students who are English learners may have certain 

test variations if these variations are regularly used 

in the classroom (i.e., a translation glossary or word 

list). English learners with an IEP or Section 504 

Plan may use accommodations or modifications that 

are written into that plan. 

Additional Information


The Matrix of Test Variations, Accommodations, and 

Modifications for Administration of California State-

wide Assessments provides a complete list of the 

variations, accommodations, and modifications that 

are allowed under the STAR Program. This matrix is 

posted on the CDE Web site at http://www.cde.ca. 

gov/ta/tg/sa/. 

If you have any questions about the California 

academic standards or STAR Program, please direct 

them to your child’s teacher or school office. 
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All parents and guardians of students who 

at least one score report that shows how well 

their students are meeting the academic stan-

days after the school district receives the reports. 

should receive their students’ results no later 

than October 7. 

Parents and guardians receive the California 

(

Student Report. For students in grades three and 

seven, test results for the California Achievement 

( ) are 

California 

( ) 

Report ( version). 

Parents and guardians of students who take the 

Edition (SABE/2) also receive the SABE/2 Home 

ent reports are available to assist school districts 

in communicating the results to parents and 

guardians. 

overall scale scores, performance levels, and 

reporting cluster results for each CST. Overall 

scores are reported on a scale ranging from 150 

to 600. Results for the also are reported by 

performance levels: advanced, proficient, basic, 

below basic, or far below basic. Each perfor-

mance level indicates how well a student is 

achieving the state academic standards tested. 

The state target is for all students to attain the 

proficient or advanced level on the . 

In addition, CST results are reported in clusters 

that describe how a student performs on a set of 

state academic standards. Reporting cluster 
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participate in the STAR Program will receive 

dards for each subject tested. The school district 

sends the STAR Program results (usually by 

mail) to each student’s home within 20 working 

This mailing date may be different for each 

school district; however, parents and guardians 

Separate Reports Provided 

Standards Tests CSTs) results in a STAR 

Tests, Sixth Edition Survey CAT/6 Survey

included on the same report. The 

Alternate Performance Assessment CAPA

results are sent in a separate STAR Student 

CAPA 

What Kinds of  Score Reports Will 
Parents and Guardians Receive? 

Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, Second 

Report. Spanish-language versions of the differ-

STAR Student Report 

The individual STAR Student Report provides 

CSTs 

CSTs
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What Kinds of  Score Reports Will

Parents and Guardians Receive?

results compare an individual student’s perfor-

mance to that of students throughout California 

who scored at the proficient level. These scores 

are reported as lower, about the same, or higher 

than the comparison group. 

A California Reading List Number is printed on the 

lower left side of the second page. This number 

ranges from 01 to 13+ and links the student score 

on the CST in English-Language Arts with a list of 

books at the appropriate difficulty level for the 

student. The list is available on the California 

Department of Education (CDE) Web site at 

http://star.cde.ca.gov. 

For students in grades three and seven, the 

CAT/6 Survey scores for each subject area tested 

are reported as percentile ranks. The 50th percen-

tile rank is the national average, and a score 

between the 40th and 60th percentiles is consid-

ered an average score. If a student scores at the 

55th percentile, for example, this means the 

student scored as well as, or better than, 55 

percent of the students in a national sample who 

took the same test in the same grade. 

Reports for students with disabilities and English 

learners who use accommodations or modifica-

tions when taking the CSTs or CAT/6 Survey tests 

will include a notation about the test administra-

tion that indicates: 

� Student used accommodations, or 

� Student was tested with modifications 

STAR Student Report (CAPA)


The individual STAR Student Report (CAPA version) 

provides overall scale scores and performance level 

results for English-language arts and mathematics. 

Overall results for the CAPA are reported on a scale 

ranging from 15 to 60. Results also are reported by 

performance levels: advanced, proficient, basic, 

below basic, or far below basic. Descriptions of the 

CAPA performance levels are provided on the 

student report. These descriptions correspond to the 

test level or grade span of the CAPA assessment 

administered to the student. 

SABE/2 Home Report


The SABE/2 Home Report, like the CAT/6 Survey, 

displays student scores as percentile ranks for each 

subject area tested. This test compares the scores of 

Spanish-speaking students to the scores of a na-

tional sample of Spanish-speaking students at the 

same grade level who took the tests. 

If you have any questions about the California 

academic standards or STAR Program, please direct 

them to your child’s teacher or school office. 
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purposes. Four major purposes include commu-

nicating with parents and guardians, informing 

decisions needed to support student achieve-

ment, evaluating school programs, and providing 

data for state and federal accountability pro-

grams for schools. 

communication and collaboration between 

teacher report cards and information from school 

can be used by parents and guardians to talk 

with teachers about ways to improve their 

report cards and the scores reported on the 

results to make decisions about how best to 

only source of information to make important 

Program results can be used, along with other 

school and school district reports and teacher-

generated information, to (1) make decisions 

remediation programs). 

and schools identify strengths and weaknesses in 

vidual students for each grade level and subject 
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How Are STAR Program Results Used? 

he tests that make up the STAR Program 

provide results that are used for different 

Parent and Guardian 
Communications 

First, STAR Program results provide parents and 

guardians with information about their children’s 

progress. The results are a tool for increasing 

parents, guardians, and teachers. Along with 

and classroom tests, the STAR Student Report 

children’s achievement of the California aca-

demic standards. Any discrepancies between 

STAR Student Report also should be discussed. 

Student Support 

Second, schools may use the STAR Program 

support student achievement. STAR Program 

results, however, should never be used as the 

decisions about a student’s education. STAR 

about student promotion or retention and (2) 

identify students who may be eligible for special 

programs (i.e., Gifted and Talented Education 

Program [GATE], Title I, or intervention and 

Program Evaluation 

Third, STAR Program results help school districts 

their instructional programs. Each year, school 

district and school staffs thoroughly examine 

STAR Program test results for groups and indi-

tested. Their findings are used to help determine: 
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How Are STAR Program Results Used? 

� The extent to which students are learning the 

academic standards 

� Instructional areas that can be improved for 

better student achievement 

� Teaching strategies that can be developed to 

address needs of students 

� Decisions about how to use funds to ensure 

that students achieve the standards 

Accountability


Fourth, the results are used for state and federal 

accountability programs that monitor each 

school’s progress toward achieving established 

goals. 

STAR Program results are used to calculate each 

school’s Academic Performance Index (API). The 

API is a major component of California’s Public 

School Accountability Act (PSAA) and is used to 

rank the academic performance of schools, 

compare schools with similar characteristics (e.g., 

size and ethnic makeup), identify low-performing 

and high-priority schools, and set yearly targets 

for academic growth. 

STAR Program results also are used to comply 

with federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legisla-

tion that requires all schools to meet specific 

academic goals. The progress of each school toward 

achieving these goals is provided annually in an 

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) report. Each year, 

California schools must meet AYP goals by showing 

that a specified percentage of students, districtwide 

and at each school, are performing at or above the 

proficient level on the California Standards Tests 

(CSTs) in English-Language Arts and Mathematics 

and the California Alternate Performance Assess-

ment (CAPA). At the high school level, the California 

High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) results for 

grade ten students are used in place of the CSTs to 

make this determination. 

Clearly, the information provided on different STAR 

reports is very important for school districts and 

school administrators, teachers, and parents and 

guardians. By having more than one test, the STAR 

Program is able to provide the kind of results that are 

needed for these different purposes. 

If you have any questions about the California 

academic standards or STAR Program, please direct 

them to your child’s teacher or school office. 
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Sample Principal’s Letter Before 
STAR Program Testing Begins 

(Insert Date) 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

This spring, your child, along with public school students throughout Califor-

nia, will participate in California’s Standardized Testing and Reporting 

(STAR) Program that includes four test components. Students at our school 

will take the tests on the following dates: 

Administration Date(s) Make-Up Date(s) 

Grade (insert grade) California 

(insert grade) 

Second Edition (SABE/2) 

2005 STAR Program Tests 

California Standards Tests (CSTs) 

Writing Standards Test 

California Alternate Performance 
Assessment (CAPA) 

California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition 
Survey (CAT/6 Survey) — Grade 

Spanish Assessment of Basic Education, 

Most of our students will take the California Standards Tests (CSTs). Stu-

dents in grades three and seven also will take California Achievement Tests, 

Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey), which will be included in the same test 

booklet as the CSTs. Students with significant cognitive disabilities, who are 

unable to take the CSTs and the CAT/6 Survey, will take the California 

Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA). The CSTs, CAT/6 Survey, and 

CAPA are given in English. Spanish-speaking students enrolled in California 

public schools less than 12 months also will take the Spanish Assessment of 

Basic Education, Second Edition (SABE/2), that is given in Spanish. 

2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians  California Department of Education �  March 2005 
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Sample Principal’s Letter Before 

STAR Program Testing Begins 
Test results for both the CSTs and the CAT/6 Survey will be sent to each 

student’s home address in one STAR Student Report by (insert approxi-

mate date). The CAPA and SABE/2 results will be sent in separate reports. 

Individual results are confidential and will be shared only with parents or 

guardians and students and their teachers. 

STAR Program reports provide valuable information about your child’s 

academic achievement. Please plan to keep these reports for use when 

talking with the teacher(s) about ways to support your child’s academic 

progress. 

Contact (insert local contact information) during regular school hours if 

you have questions about the STAR Program or the testing schedule. 

March 2005 �  California Department of Education 2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians 
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Sample Principal’s Letter 
Before CAPA Testing Begins 

(Insert Date) 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

This spring, your child, along with public school students throughout Califor-

nia, will participate in California’s Standardized Testing and Reporting 

(STAR) Program. Federal law requires all students to participate in this 

state-mandated testing program. 

Your child’s individualized education program (IEP) specifies that your child 

will participate in the STAR Program by taking the California Alternate 

Performance Assessment (CAPA), which will be administered on (insert 

dates). The CAPA is a test that was specifically developed for students with 

significant cognitive disabilities. 

Test results will be provided in the STAR Student Report for CAPA that will 

be sent to your home address. These individual results are confidential and 

will be shared only with parents or guardians and the student’s teacher. 

The STAR Student Report for CAPA provides valuable information about 

your child’s academic achievement. Please plan to keep these reports for 

use when talking with the teacher(s) about ways to support your child’s 

academic progress. 

Contact (insert local contact information) during regular school hours if 

you have questions about the STAR Program or the testing schedule. 

2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information for Parents and Guardians  California Department of Education �  March 2005 
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